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over the thoughts and hopes of men and inspiring noble deeds, ideology
too often presents itself as an undue regimentation of ideas, and may
very likely be incompatible with freedom. I have rejoiced to see the
Fascist ideology overthrown, and I look forward to its complete
extirpation, in Italy.

I rejoice in the prospect, now becoming sure and certain, that the
Nazi ideology, enforced in a hideous manner irpon a vast population,
will presently be beaten to the ground. These facts and manifestations,
which I see taking place continually as the world war crashes onwards
to its close, make me increasingly confident that when it is won, when
the hateful aggressive Nazi and Fascist systems have been laid low,
'.and when every precaution has been taken against their ever rising
again, there may be a new brotherhood among men which will not be
based upon crude antagonisms of ideology but upon broad, simple,
homely ideals of peace, justice and freedom. Therefore, I am glad
that the war is becoming less an ideological war between rival systems
and more and more the means by which high ideals and solid benefits
may be achieved by the broad masses of the people in many lands and
ultimately in all.

Since I spoke last on the general position to the House, marked
improvements have occurred in several quarters. Foreign affairs are
powerfully influenced by the movements of the war situation. The
successes I have been recounting to the House have carried all our
affairs into a more favourable condition. Among the first symptoms
is the great improvement in the relations of the French National
Committee headed by General de Gaulle with the Government of
the United States. This arose in part from the careful spadework
done over here by the Foreign Secretary, and from the great success
which attended General de Gaulle's visit to the President of the United
States. In these last four years I had many differences with General
de Gaulle, but I have never forgotten, and can never forget, that he
stood forth as the first eminent Frenchman to face the common foe
in what seemed to be the hour of ruin of his country, and possibly,
of ours ; and it is only fair and becoming that he should stand first and
foremost in the days when France shall again be raised, and raise
herself, to her rightful place among the great Powers of Europe and
of the world. For forty year's I have been a consistent friend of France
and her brave Army; all my life I have been grateful for the con-
tribution France has made to the culture and glory of Europe, and
above all for the sense of personal liberty and the rights of man which
has radiated from the soul of France. But these are not matters of
sentiment or personal feeling. It is one of the main interests of Great
Britain that a friendly France should regain and hold her place among
the major Powers of Europe and the world. Show me a moment when